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Research Context of the Study

 language Is conceived as a social
phenomenon (Mitsikopoulou 2008)

e candidates are expected to be informed
social subjects (Mitsikopoulou 2008)

e communicative performance Is
discursively defined and multimodal
(Dendrinos 2008)

e a variety of discourses, text types and
topics (Dendrinos 2008)

» the KPG view of language = a semiotic
system in which meanings develop
rather than pre-exist (Dendrinos 2008)



Multl- Literacies

o different literacies - discourses =
different ‘ways of being in the world’
(Gee 1996)

e activation of candidates’
‘multiliteracies’ (Cope and Kalantzis
2000)

e drawing upon consciously or
subconsciously attained ‘multiple
literacies’ (Kern 2000)



Multimodality

e multimodality is an “inherent feature” of
all aspects of people’s life Matthiessen
(2013)

e reconceptualisation of the notion of
literacy (Unsworth 2006)

e visual aspects of communication -
worthy of inspection (Holsanova 2012)

e semiotic division of labour between
modes (van Leeuwen 2008, Kress 2010)

o synerglstlc functlonlng of modes —
‘Intersemiosis’ (Royce 1998, O’Halloran
et al. 2012)



The overall aim of the present

research

—> to provide an account of the

literacy requirements of reading test
tasks

» What are the kinds of candidates’
soclally acquired knowledge that
contribute to the effective meaning
making of the KPG source texts
containing multiple semiotic
resources?



Key research questions:

o What kinds of literacy requirements
are posed by the multimodal source
texts of reading comprehension test
tasks?

» What kinds of literacy requirements
are created by the generic questions
that accompany the source texts?



SF Theory: focus on

Halliday’'s metafunctional principal
 a social semiotic theory where meaning
depends on context (Halliday 1978)

e the three kinds of meaning are
constructed simultaneously by every
semiotic resource (Halliday and Hasan
1985, Halliday 2004, Eggins 2004)

< ldeational metafunction

(I.e., experiential meaning and logical
relations)

<Interpersonal metafunction
<textual metafunction



Multimodal Analysis Image (MMA)

software (O’'Halloran et al. 2012)

+ MMA resource book (Tan et al. 2012)

< the Multimodal Analysis Lab, Interactive Digital
Media Institute (IDMI) at the National University
of Singapore

e Aim: to shed light on the new literacy skills
needed for the meaning-making process while
reading multimodal texts

» a ‘'wide-ranging tool’ suitable for researchers to
systematically approach a wide variety of new
media texts (O'Halloran et al. 2012)



Advantages of Using
MMA Software

e Interactive software for multimodal analysis
(O'Halloran et al. 2012)

o systematic identification of the main features,
structures and ideas Iin the data source texts

e understanding of the different features of a
variety of text types

e critical analysis of how visual and verbal
components work together to create an

Im

pact and achieve the purposes of the texts

e enjoyable working environment through its

CO

ourful design
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MMA media files
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MMA Library — System Choices

File Edﬁ Zoom  Aralysis Htio

oo vourch inch

8 2 E

Sysheo) sawrch ndex

B +4i+9

“ ' MMAIrage - Predefined Catalogs
' CATALOG - ADVERTISEMENTS
# CATALOG - MOVEE POSTERS
o @ CATALDG - INFORMATION REPORTS
# CATALDG - NEWS REPORTS
) CATALOG - NEWS FEATURES
# CATALOG - NEWS EDITORIALS
v @ CATALOG - INFOGRAPHICS (PRINT)

* VISLAL ELEMENTS (ADS)
+ VERBAL ELEMENTS (ADS)
ff ARRANGEMENT IN SPACE (0D
o} VISLIAL PROMINENCE
“} REALISTIC DETAL
+ +ff REALISTIC COLOUR
«ff REALISTIC BACKGROUND
«f TYPEFACE DESIGN
“f TYPEFACE STYLE
+f GAZEVISUAL ADDRESS
“if VESUAL POWER
I CLOSENESS AND DISTANCE
 EMOTION
i EVALUATION
ESTEEM
PARTICIPANT ROLES
PROCESSES
SIMILARITY
% DIFFERENCE
VISUAL ELEMENTS (MOVEE POSTERS)
i VERBAL ELEMENTS (MOVIE POSTERS)
“f ARRANGEMENT IN SPACE (MOVIE POSTERS)
+ VISLLAL ELEMENTS ANFO-REPORTS)
i} VERRAL ELEMENTS GNFO-REPORTS)
“ FUNCTIONAL STAGES (TEXT) (INFO-REPORTS)
i HEADLINE STYLE ONFO-REPORTS)
i} RHETORICAL STYLE (NFO-REPORTS)
“ ARRANGEMENT IN SPACE ONFO-REPORTS)
+f VERBAL ELEMENTS (TEXT) (NEWS REPORTS)
*ff VERBAL ELEMENTS OMAGE) (NEWS REPORTS)
+ VISUAL ELEMENTS OMAGE) NEWS REPORTS
- o NEWS FACTORS (NEWS REPORTS)
«ff HEADLINE STYLE (NEWS REPORTS)
“if NEWS STYLE (NEWS REPORTS)
' + REPORTED SPEECH (NEWS REPORTS)

V¥ h

&

e
Properties
CATALOG - NEWS PEATURES
W Descrigion:
E
Badround coke =
Background cpadty:
Border coke: ||
Border thickness:
MM&mage - . || COMMON HISTO »
OUT OF CRETEN| ||
DEBORAM VOIGT|
the Beatles |
DEEDS NGTWO&EE
KIRSTY EROWN
JAIER BARDEM |
ABRAHAM LINCC
HOMER 3
PAOLO FREIRE
nobel price wanne «
- L |




Knapp and Watkins (2005)
classification of data source texts

GENRE/ LEVEL Bl B2 C1
(WEB)ARTICLE- 21 23 28
COMMENTARY -
REVIEW
LEAFLET B 9 1
BIOGRAPHY / 1 1 3
AUTOBIOGRAPHY
STORY/ NARRATIVE 1
DIARY 1
INTERVIEW 1 1 1
ENCYCLOPEDIC TEXT 1 2
BLOG ENTRY 1
REFERENCE WORK 2

TOTAL: 34 36 35

TOTAL OF ALL KPG TEXTS/ PARTS OF TEXTS DATA: 105
SUM OF 25 MDAs 32 MDAs 29 MDAs

ARTICLES/LEAFLETS

TOTAL OF MULTIMODAL DISCOURSE ANALYSES CONDUCTED: 86




MMA classification of data
source texts
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Four MMA text-types

 Information Reports (or factsheets)
(henceforth IR)

 News Reports (event reports, sports
news) (henceforth NR)

» News Features (special interest
stories) (henceforth NF)

 News Editorials (opinion reports and
commentaries) (henceforth NE)
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Using MMA catalogues of
system choices for MDA

MMA Variables

No.

MMA System Name Catalogues 12
Verbal System Choice categories | 9
Visual System Choice categories 6
Elements of verbal analysis 104
Elements of wvisual analysis 74
Elements of intersemiosis o
Total No of elements of MDA I 183




1. Design Elements
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2. Organisational Structure
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3. Functional Properties (text)
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4. Elements of Composition

........................

Probably one of the most wonderful routes by train is the trip through the
excr\nl-;nnﬂ"\: hasiifl Nackae vusllange f-he so_ca"ed “Nestos Tempi".

Sot Horizontal {left to right) Xanthi follows the Nestos riyer with its
tely through the valley, respecting the
s mony with it.

LEAVILIY 1 HIESSAIVIIKL USHIHIU, UIE U aill ieaciics the Kerkini and Doirani lakes.
After Stavroupoli, the train enters the Nestos valley. In the middle of the valley, if
requested, the train stops at Livera station -a place that has not been used as a
station for many years now- to allow visitors who wish to explore the valley to
get off.

This is a valley of magnificent natural beauty through which only the railway is
allowed to pass. The environment and its natural beauty js protected by the
Ramsar Treaty. Besides, railway travel is the most environmentally friendly
means of transport and does not burden the environment.

WO visual mode First
eni

The Hellenic Railway Organisation has converted the station-master’s stone
house into an inn, and the passenger waiting room into a restaurant. The inn has
two houses that can accommodate eight people each. A little further on from the
station, one can find the village of Livera. Its stone houses are completely
deserted, and only wild horses tread its stone-paved paths.




5. Elements of Visual Attraction
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6. Visual Reality

~ ) Bce of natural beauty
d rich history. OV 535 square miles, the
forest was formerly a royal hunting ground and
far ranturiag jt was valued for its resources of

3l and timber.

JBe western part of Gloucestershire,
close to the border with Wales, the Forest of Dean
is a peaceful haven, and a wonderful place to see
wondland butterflies and flowers or to explore
rked trails for walkers and cyclists.
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8. Interpersonal Relations

Animal Rights and Animal Wrongs

The nomally quiet streets of Oxford are
occasionally disturbedby two groups ofprotesters
who disagree abouta new amimal research labo-
ratory that the University i1s building. One of the
groups, Pro-Test, is made up of scientists and
students demanding the right to camry out research
freely; the other, SPEAK,
consists of animal nghts
campaigners who say that
no animal testing should be
allowed.

For Mel Broughton, the
leader of SPEAK there is
no debate. In his view, all
experiments on animals are
wrong, cruel and must be
stopped Hehas besn anestad
several times, and served
three vears mpnson, although
he msists that the SPEAK
campaign at Ox ford is completdy lawfil andnon-
violent

To his supporters, Broughton is a skilled and
passionate leader. Every day, he and his fellow
protesters gather outside the site where the new
laboratory is being built. The builders work in
masks, even though they are protected by the
police, and supplies amive by unmarked lony so
that the companies cannot be identified. The
protestersshout abuse, locking a hittle hike animals
themsevesasthey scream in rage at the builders.

The group onthe other side of the argument is
Pro-Test, headed, perhaps surpnisingly, by a 16-
year-old schoclboy called Laune Pycroft. He
got theidea affer a confforgation with an anmmal

nghts protastar, and deadadto setup a campaign
mn favowr of scientific researchand free speech.
Withn weeks, his campaign had attracted
national attertion, andits fir¢ big demonstration
attracted hundreds of supporters.

For Tipu Aziz, whois pro fessor o fnewrosaence
at Ox ford University, andwho has jomed Pro-

Direct Yisual Address l

ases. spite o

B T e R T
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d hat
laboratory should be
built and that scientists
should be free to canry
out thewr work openly and without fear. His
own work, he says, has helped over 40,000
people.

On such an emotional issue, there is little
chance ofreasonsble discussion andto many
people 1t is 2 question of numbers Most
people would thnk it nght to cany out
research on one monkey to save 100,000
humanbeings. Onthe otherhand, they might
questionusing 100,000 monkeys to save one
human. Inthe end it is 2 question of where
you draw the line, and on that pomt, it may
never be possible to reach an agreement.

Our Exvironment, 3 May 2007
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9.Emotional Involvement (text and image)
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10. Agency & Action
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nteractive whiteboards In the classroom. You carc
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o save lessons for students who were
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teractive whiteboards can be for students who
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11. Visual-Verbal Relations
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12. Grammar at Text Level
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The ideational metafunction of the text

GRAMMAR AT TEXT LEVEL
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The interpersonal metafunction of the text

AGENCY & ACTION AGENCY & ACTION

PARTICIPANT ROLES PARTICIPANT ROLES

PROCESSES PROCESSES

AGENCY TYPE
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The textual metafunction of the text
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Concluding remarks

 contribution of my work to the
development of the MMA software
package

e current stage of my PhD work
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