


Aim of the presentation 

• To show how cohesion analysis 

applies in the investigation of text 

grammar 

 

• To provide findings regarding the 

correlation between the quality of 

candidates’ scripts and the cohesive 

devices used 



What is Text Grammar? 

Above the level of sentence analysis 

examining patterns used in order to 

produce meaningful texts that 

respond successfully to their 

communicative purpose 

 



What is Text Grammar? 

In this paper text grammar is linked 

to textuality and context 

a multifaceted writing criterion  

Text 
organisation 

Coherence 

Cohesion 



Text Grammar  
vs 

 Sentence Grammar 

Sentence grammar  

refers to the lexicogrammatical 

choices of the writer 

 includes the standard rules of 

grammar, syntax and morphology 

focuses on the sentence-level 



What is cohesion? 

Connectedness when the 

interpretation of an element of the 

text depends on the interpretation of 

another element 

A meaningful whole 



What is cohesion? 

Cohesion  

 

contributes to the creation of the text  

enhances the unity of the text 

 

 Not enough for a text to be coherent 

 

 



Cohesion 
vs 

Coherence 

Common misinterpretation in 

literature 

Coherence presupposes cohesion 

but cohesion is not enough 

Coherence linked with the 

communicative purpose of the text 

 



Cohesion and script quality 

Research has been conducted 

investigating the connection of 

cohesion and the quality of the script 

 

e.g. Collins, 1998; De Villez, 2003, 

Grant and Ginther (2000), Liu and 

Braine (2005), Norment (1994) and 

Song Meihua and Xia Weirong (2002) 



Data 

L2 candidate scripts (KPG exams) 

C1 level/Activity 2 

Marked by experienced and trained 

raters 

Of different quality/performance 



Cohesion analysis 

Grammatical cohesion across the 

three script categories 

Lexical cohesion across the three 

script categories 

Grammatical vs. lexical cohesion 



Methodology 

• Cohesion analysis based on the 

model introduced by Halliday and 

Hasan (1976) 

• Incorporated some of the categories 

of Hoey’s model (1991) for lexical 

cohesion 

• Use of annotation tool (Nvivo) 

• Excel Workbook for recording the 

annotation 



The cohesion analysis 

workbook 



Grammatical cohesion 



Conjunction  



Reference 



Significance tests  

for grammatical cohesion 

o Conjunction 

No difference 

 

o Reference 

Fully satisfactory- Unsatisfactory 

scripts 

 

 



Conjunction subtypes 



Additive conjunctions 



Adversative conjunctions 



Adversative conjunctions 

Results of statistical significance 

tests 



Causal conjunctions 



Causal conjunctions 

Results of statistical significance 

tests So 

Because  

Due to 



Temporal conjunctions 



Reference 



Reference 

Results of statistical significance 

tests 



Reference 



Lexical Cohesion 



Lexical cohesion 



Conclusions 

The lower the quality of scripts the 

higher the frequency of conjunctions 

used. 

Adversative conjunctions are used in 

scripts with higher marks. 

Causal conjunctions are used in scripts 

with lower marks 

Reference is more frequent in scripts of 

high quality. 

 



Conclusions 

Lexical cohesion: 

Simple repetition vs collocation 

A differentiating factor 

Scripts of higher quality use 

more instances of collocation 

 



Thank you for your 

attention 


